
 

COVID-19 News 
Adelaide PHN continues to keep general practices and providers up to date with the 
latest COVID-19 information by providing relevant resources, support, and updates as 
they become available. Most recent updates include – 
 
Supporting your patients with Post COVID-19 Syndrome (Long COVID)  
To support GPs and other health professionals caring for patients experiencing post 
COVID-19 symptoms, HealthPathways SA (HPSA) recently launched the Post COVID-19 
Syndrome (Long COVID) Pathway. The Pathway provides easy access to 
comprehensive, evidence-based assessment, management and localised referral 
resources, specific to the South Australian context.  
 

The following COVID-19 pathways are also available: 
• COVID-19 Information 
• COVID-19 Vaccination Information 
• Care of COVID-19 Positive Patients in the Community 
• COVID-19 Impact on Clinical Care 
 

Referral pages: 
• COVID-19 Advice 
• COVID-19 Isolation Support 
• Confirmed COVID-19 Referrals 
• Post-COVID-19 Multi-disciplinary Assessment (Long COVID Clinics) 
Fore more information, please access the HealthPathways portal. If you are not 
registered, you can request access here. For all enquiries, please contact the HPSA 
Team: enquiries@sahealthpathways.com.au. 

HealthPathways SA is a partnership between Wellbeing SA, Adelaide PHN and Country 
SA PHN. 

 
  

https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/index.htm?toc.htm?783098.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/index.htm?toc.htm?783098.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/707728.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/835663.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/919438.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/733885.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/924025.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/935306.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/778712.htm
https://southaustralia.communityhealthpathways.org/816798.htm
https://southaustraliaproject.healthpathwayscommunity.org/Home.aspx
https://southaustraliaproject.healthpathwayscommunity.org/Home.aspx
mailto:enquiries@sahealthpathways.com.au


 

Access to Paxlovid 
Some GPs and patients reported difficulty with filling prescriptions for Paxlovid at 
community pharmacies. The Department of Health has prepared the following advice: 

• All registered community pharmacies (under section 90) must make available 
medicines registered under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 

• Therefore with over 6,000 registered community pharmacies, each pharmacy 
should stock – or be prepared to order – the COVID antivirals 

• Community Service Obligation (CSO) Distributors (aka the Wholesalers) have 
arrangements in place to supply orders within 24 hours. This is generally the 
case, although there may be a longer delay in remote areas (MM5-7). The 
Commonwealth has ensured that wholesalers can return stock that has expired, 
and receive a refund. We are encouraging wholesalers to extend this policy to 
their pharmacy clients. MSD has the same or a similar arrangement for Lagevrio 

• The Department discourages private prescriptions for Lagevrio and Paxlovid, 
outside of PBS eligibility criteria, to preserve stock that is on the shelf of 
community pharmacies for those patients who meet PBS eligibility criteria 

• A prescriber who considers a patient should receive one of these medicines but 
does not meet PBS eligibility criteria (e.g. does not have a Medicare card), should 
consider approaching their State or Territory Health Department, which have been 
given stock from the National Medicines Stockpile, and have developed separate 
eligibility criteria. 

 
Adelaide Central Respiratory Clinic Relocation 
Adelaide Central Respiratory Clinic is relocating to 12 Glen Osmond Rd, Parkside with 
an expected first day of operation from this site to be Monday 27 June 2022. Entrance is 
from the rear of the premises through car park off Chinner Avenue.  

The hours of operation will be extended to the below: 
Monday 8.30am to 5.00pm 
Tuesday 8.30am to 12.30pm 
Wednesday 8.30am to 5.00pm 
Thursday 8.30am to 5.00pm 
Friday 8.30am to 12.30pm  



 

Expanded ATAGI Recommendations on Winter COVID-19 Boosters 
The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) have expanded their 
recommendations on the use of booster doses of COVID-19 for people at increased risk 
of severe COVID-19. 
An additional winter booster is now also recommended for people aged 16 - 64 years 
who have: 

• A medical condition that increases the risk of severe COVID-19 illness (refer to 
ATAGI's list of conditions) 

• People with disability with significant or complex health needs or multiple 
comorbidities which increase risk of poor outcome from COVID-19 

For further information, please visit the Department of Health website. 
 
Transition to the Public Health Act 
After more than two years, the Major Emergency Declaration has been lifted. 
Amendments have been made to the South Australian Public Health Act 2011 to enable 
some important public health measures to remain. This is essential to protect the South 
Australian community and ensure the health system’s resources can manage COVID-19 
cases. 
  
Under the Public Health Act, existing requirements will continue to apply, including 
requirements for: 

• Isolation of positive COVID-19 cases 
• Close contacts 
• Mask wearing in health care settings, correctional services, passenger transport, 

and airports and airplanes 
• COVID-19 vaccination for health care, residential aged care and in-home 

disability care workers 
• Testing of international arrivals 
• COVID Safe Check-In in hospitals, residential aged care and disability care 

facilities. 
More information is available on the SA Health website.  
 
  

https://aphn.me/3NLVv8C
https://aphn.me/3PIADRj


 

Consolidated Measures Direction 
The Emergency Management (COVID-19 Requirements) (Consolidated Measures) 
Direction 2022 is now in effect. This includes the current Activities, Arrivals, and 
Exposure Sites, Contacts and Diagnosis Requirements Directions.  
  
This Direction, alongside the Residential Aged Care Facilities, Healthcare Setting 
Workers Vaccination and In-home and Community Aged Care and Disability Workers 
Vaccination, will continue to be in force under the Public Health Act.  
More information is available on the SA Health website. 
 
COVID-19 Update for Primary Care Providers Webinar Recording 
SA PHNs in conjunction with SA Health presented a COVID-19 update on 25 May 
2022. The webinar was facilitated by Dr Emily Kirkpatrick, Deputy Chief Medical Officer 
and Dr Melanie Smith, GP Liaison COVID-19 Project and Operations, SA Health. Guest 
Speakers included Deb Rowett and Joy Gailer from DATIS, Dr Jackie Yeoh, Medical 
Lead for CALHN COVID Care Centre and Dr Jenni Goold, Clinical Lead for GP 
Assessment Team. 
Topics included: 

• Tips, tricks and practical advice on how to safely prescribe oral antivirals for your 
patients  

• A case-based discussion with our expert, experienced panel with resources to 
make this a safe, efficient and practical process for community GPs 

The webinar recording is available on Adelaide PHN's YouTube channel. 
 
Infection Prevention and Control Webinar Recordings 
Adelaide PHN commissioned the Australian Primary Health Care Nurses Association 
(APNA) to provide a series of infection prevention and control webinars to support a 
state of readiness and preparedness for primary health care workplaces during COVID-
19 and the emerging flu season. The webinar recordings are now available on APNA’s 
YouTube channel via the links below: 

• Aerosol Generated Procedures 
• IPC Guidelines in Accreditation 
• Principles of Infection Prevention and Control 

https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations
https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations
https://aphn.me/3z1h6pn
https://youtu.be/Iv082djtths
https://youtu.be/QjNLo-5wyps
https://youtu.be/YXkfqnMOfD8
https://youtu.be/UGQYkGykmAc


 

 

Primary Care COVID-19 Update Webinar Recordings 
The Department of Health provides regular COVID-19 response updates for primary 
care. Subscribe here to keep up to date about upcoming webinars or view the latest 
webinar recording here. 
 

Resources 
• Paxlovid brochure for Indigenous patients 
• Paxlovid PBS eligibility information 

https://www.health.gov.au/using-our-websites/subscriptions/subscribe-to-covid-19-weekly-updates-for-primary-care
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/webinars/covid-19-response-update-for-primary-care-09-june-2022
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/webinars/covid-19-response-update-for-primary-care-09-june-2022
https://adelaidephn.com.au/assets/PAXLOVID_Understanding_Your_Medicine_Infographic_PP-PAX-AUS-0092.pdf
https://adelaidephn.com.au/assets/Dear_HCP_Letter_PBS_Listing_18th_May.pdf

